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OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 


TRUSTEES. 


PRESIDENT, 

RICHARD  WARNER,  Medina  County. 

SECRETARY, 

THOMAS  SPARROW,  Franklin  County. 


E.  K.  CHAMBERLIN,  Hamilton, 
GEORGE  E.  EELS,  Fairfield. 

E.  C.  ROOT,  Ashtabula. 


HENRY  WILSON,  Franklin. 
JOHN  GREENLEAF,  Franklin. 
(Two  vacancies.) 


COMMITTEE  AD  INTERIM. 

HENRY  WILSON,  | JOHN  GREENLEAF,  | THOMAS  SPARROW. 


SUPERINTENDENT, 

RUFUS  E.  HARTE,  M.  A., 

TEACHERS. 
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TEACHER  OP  MUSIC. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 


FOR  THE 


OF  THE 


STATE  OF  OHIO. 


In  House,  Dec.  21,  1852. 


EXECUTIVE  OFFICE, 

Columbus,  Dec.  21, 


Hon.  James  C.  Johnson, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 


1852. 


Sir  : Accompanying  this  communication,  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  the 
information  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Benevo- 
lent Institutions  of  the  State ; also,  the  Reports  of  the  Superintendents,  Stewards, 
&c.,  made  to  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

I have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  ob’t  serv’t, 

REUBEN  WOOD. 


To  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio  : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  Benevolent  Institutions  submit  their  annual 
report. 

The  Board  met  in  pursuance  of  law,  on  the  7th  day  of  June,  in  the  city  of 
Columbus,  and  after  having  taken  the  oath  of  office,  organized  by  electing 
Richard  Warner,  President,  Thomas  Sparrow,  Secretary,  and  Henry  Wilson, 
John  Greenleaf  and  Thomas  Sparrow,  committee  to  have  control  of  the  Institutions 
during  the  interim  of  the  stated  meetings  of  the  Board. 
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The  Board  then  proceeded,  as  required  by  law,  to  examine  the  several  Insti- 
tutions. 

On  the  first  day  of  their  session,  the  Superintendent  and  Matron  of  the  Lunatic 
Asylum  tendered  their  resignations,  each  to  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  July. 
In  re-organizing  the  Institution,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  declare  that  the  terms 
of  all  persons  then  holding  office  in  the  Asylum  should  terminate  at  the  same 
time. 

Thereupon  the  Board  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacancies  which  would  occur  in  July, 
by  appointing 

Elijah  Kendrick,  M.  D.,  Superintendent; 

Oscar  C.  Kendrick,  M.  D.,  First  Assistant  Physician  ; 

Charles  R.  Pierce,  M.  D.  Second  Asst.  Physician  ; 

L.  A.  Curtis,  Esq.,  Steward  ; 

Mrs.  P.  A.  Van  Syckle,  Matron. 

The  terms  of  all  persons  holding  office  in  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  were 
declared  to  terminate  on  the  1st  of  August.  The  vacancies  thus  created,  were 
filled  by  appointing : 

Rev.  J.  Addison  Cary,  Superintendent ; 

Isaac  II.  Roston,  Esq.,  Steward ; 

Mrs.  Harriet  Snyder,  Matron  ; 

Mrs.  Eunice  L.  Stillwell,  Asst.  Matron  ; 

Robert  Thompson,  M.  D.,  Physician. 

The  reorganization  of  the  Blind  Asylum  was  effected  in  the  same  manner. 
The  terms  of  the  incumbents  were  fixed  to  terminate  on  the  1st  August.  The 
following  persons  were  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancies  which  would  occur  at  that 
date  : 

Rufus  E.  Ilarte,  Esq.,  Superintendent; 

David  L.  Holton,  Esq.,  Steward ; 

Mrs.  Susan  M.  Vandeman,  Matron  ; 

John  Dawson,  M.  D.,  Physician. 

For  information  as  to  the  other  appointments  which  have  been  made,  we  would 
refer  to  the  several  reports  of  the  committee  ad  interim,  in  which  the  Board  has 
unanimously  concurred,  and  which  accompany  this  report. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

The  Board  would  call  attention  to  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Lunatic  Asylum.  It  is  evident  both  from  that  document  and  the  report  of  the 
committee  ad  interim,  that  extensive  repairs  are  necessary  in  that  Institution.  The 
Board  have  given  the  matters  therein  set  forth  a careful  and  thorough  examination, 
and  believe  that  the  importance  and  necessity  of  those  improvements  and  repairs 
have  not  been  over-estimated. 

The  repairs  of  the  roof  of  the  main  edifice,  to  the  vaults  and  bath-rooms,  are 
too  important  and  pressing  to  be  longer  delayed.  Farther  delay  will  only  increase 
the  expense  and  extent  of  the  repairs.  Both  economy  and  comfort  require  that 
these  matters  should  be  attended  to  immediately. 

The  reconstruction  of  the  water  closets  and  bathing  apparatus  will  require 
an  appropriation  of  Jive  thousand  dollars;  the  roofing  of  the  old  and  main  edifice 
and  the  painting  of  the  roofs  of  the  wings,  an  appropriation  of  four  thousand 
dollars. 

The  Board  concur  with  the  Superintendent  in  his  estimate  of  the  importance 
and  advantage  of  adopting  other  modes  of  heating  and  lighting  this  Institution. 
To  carry  out  these  improvements  the  following  appropriations  will  be  necessary  : 
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For  heating  by  steam,  accompanied  with  forced  ventilation  ....  815,000  00 

For  gas  light  and  fixtures 3,500  00 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  clearly  demonstrates  the  necessity  of  an 
Infirmary  for  this  Institution.  Should  his  recommendation  be  adopted,  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  86,000  00  will  be  required  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

To  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Institution  for  the  ensuing  year,  it  is  recommended 
that  the  following  appropriations  be  made  : 

For  salaries  of  the  Superintendent,  Assistant  Physician,  Steward  and  Matron, 
83,200  00,  and  for  the  incidental  expenses,  830,000. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  past  year  have  been  834,296  40,  as  we  gather 
from  the  books  of  the  Stewards. 

The  amount  paid  to  the  officers  for  their  salaries,  has  been  83,200  00. 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 

The  wants  of  the  Institution  for  the  education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  are 
clearly  and  explicitily  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  committee  ad  interim  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  There  is  no  exaggeration  in  their  statements  of  the  condition 
of  this  institution.  Its  present  accommodations  are  too  limited  for  the  number 
which  now  occupy  it.  It  is  crowded  to  a degree  which  is  certainly  uncomfortable, 
and  which  we  believe  and  are  satisfied  from  our  own  examination  and  the  report 
of  the  physician,  is  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  pupils. 

The  statements  of  the  committee  ad  interim  relative  to  the  lodgings  of  the  male 
pupils,  show  that  in  case  of  fire  they  are  peculiarly  exposed  to  danger.  Since  the 
State  has  seen  proper  to  take  charge  of  these  unfortunate  children,  it  is  certainly 
bound  to  furnish  them  with  safe  and  comfortable  lodgings.  Should  some  awful 
calamity,  like  that  which  occurred  not  many  months  ago  in  an  Eastern  school,  be 
visited  upon  this  Institution,  the  people  would  never  cease  to  reproach  the  officers 
whose  carelessness  or  false  notions  of  economy  had  occasioned  it. 

We  most  earnestly  beg  that  the  initiative  be  taken  to  place  the  pioneer  of  the 
Benevolent  Institutions  of  Ohio  in  such  a condition  that  it  may  be  able  to  receive 
and  retain  comfortably  and  securely  all  the  deaf  mutes  who  are  of  a proper  age 
to  receive  instruction  in  it. 

The  appropriations  necessary  for  this  Institution  are  as  follows  : 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Superintendent  and  Steward  and  Matrons. . . . 82>000 


For  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  and  physician 5,250 

For  the  current  expenses 6,500 

For  repairs 1,000 


The  Board  concur  with  the  committee  ad  interim,  in  recommending  the  estab- 
lishment of  a mechanical  department  in  the  Institution  for  the  education  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb. 

The  Board  would  recommend  the  passage  of  a law  abolishing  the  unpleasant 
distinction  between  State  and  pay  pupils,  and  providing  that  all  pupils  who  reside 
in  the  State,  shall  be  admitted  and  retained  at  this  Institution  at  the  expense  of  the 
State,  travelling  expenses  and  necesssary  clothing  excepted.  All  the  patients  in 
the  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  all  the  pupils  in  the  Institution  for  the  education  of  the 
Blind,  are  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  and  we  know  no  reason  why  a 
distinction  should  be  made  between  them. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  for  the  past 
year,  have  been  89,598  20. 
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ASYLUM  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

The  buildings  of  the  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  we  are  happy  to 
be  able  to  say,  are  in  a much  better  condition  than  those  of  the  other  two  Institu- 
tions. Still  it  has  its  pressing  wants.  The  dampness  of  the  basement  story  has 
long  been  a matter  of  complaint  and  serious  inconvenience.  We  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  health  of  both  officers  and  pupils  is  materially  affected  by  it. 

Should  it  be  thought  advisable  still  to  continue  the  use  of  the  basement,  an 
effort  should  be  made,  by  draining,  to  render  it  dry  and  habitable.  For  this  pur- 
pose, an  appropriation  of  two  thousand  dollars  will  be  necessary. 

It  will  be  absolutely  necessary,  during  the  spring,  to  erect  some  out-buildings 
for  this  Institution.  The  costs  of  these  are  estimated  at  one  thousand  dollars. 

The  appropriations  necessary  to  carry  on  this  Institution  during  the  ensuing 
year,  will  be  as  follows  : 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Superinlendant  and  Steward,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  salaries  of  Teachers,  Assistants,  Matron,  Artisans  and  Physician,  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  provisions,  clothing,  furniture,  labor,  servants,  stationery,  and  materials  for 
the  workshop,  four  thousand  dollars. 

The  statement  of  the  mechanical  department  of  the  Institution,  shows  that  it 
might,  as  recomended  by  the  Superintendent,  be  advantageously  extended.  We 
hope  his  suggestions  will  be  made  a subject  of  serious  consideration. 

The  Board  would  recommend  that  the  State  purchase  the  two  acres  of  ground 
immediately  east  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  for  the  past  year,  have 
been  seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars  and  sixty-four  cents. 

At  this  their  second  examination  of  the  Benevolent  Institutions  of  the  State,  the 
Board  feel  themselves  bound  to  say  that  they  believe  that  they  were  never  in  a 
better  moral  condition,  and  we  cheerfully  bear  testimony  to  the  fidelity  and  ability 
of  the  officers  and  teachers  in  all  of  them. 

The  Board  earnestly  hope  that  the  munificence  which  has  founded  these  Institu- 
tions, will  continue  to  sustain  and  improve  them  with  the  same  liberality.  There 
is  no  part  of  our  State  policy  in  which  the  people  arc  more  interested,  or  for  which 
they  are  willing  to  make  greater  sacrifices. 

State  pride,  and  still  more  the  great  cause  of  humanity,  require  that  every  faci- 
lity should  be  furnished  to  the  officers  of  the  Institutions  to  carry  out  to  its  fullest 
extent  the  design  which  was  contemplated  in  erecting  them. 

Respecfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  WARNER,  President. 
GEORGE  E.  EELS, 

E.  C.  ROOT, 

HENRY  WILSON. 

THOS.  SPARROW, 

JOHN  GREENLEAF. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  Dec.  6,  1852. 


INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  AD  INTERIM. 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Benevolent  Institutions  of  Ohio  : 

Several  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  Institution  for  the  instruction  of  the 
Blind,  since  the  meeting  of  the  Board  in  June  last. 

The  close  of  the  last  session  was  saddened  by  the  decease  of  George  McMillen, 
Esq.,  the  late  Superintendent  of  the  Institution.  For  more  than  four  years  he  had 
faithfully  and  honorably  discharged  the  duties  of  that  responsible  post.  Under 
his  control  the  Institution  commanded  public  confidence,  and  continued  to  fulfil  the 
ardent  anticipations  and  benevolent  designs  of  its  founders  and  friends.  He 
exhibited  by  his  energy  and  assiduity  a laudable  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the 
State  and  the  duties  of  his  calling  ; contributed  much  by  his  talents  and  intelli- 
gence to  sustain  the  reputation  and  develope  the  advantages  of  the  school ; and 
successfully  guided,  by  his  salutary  teachings  and  exemplary  life  of  morality  and 
religion,  the  pupils  committed  to  his  care,  in  the  pursuit  of  life’s  highest  and  ho- 
liest aims.  He  died  on  the  morning  of  the  last  Sunday  of  July,  and  interestingly 
exemplified  by  his  peaceful  and  triumphant  death,  those  qualities  of  heart  which 
had  imparted  excellence  to  his  character  and  usefulness  to  his  career  as  Superin- 
tendent. 

The  committee,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  in  them  vested  by  the  Board,  during  the 
last  vacation,  appointed  the  following  teachers  : Charles  Jucksch,  Jeannette  La- 
zelle,  Henry  J.  Nothnagel,  Henry  Hauenstein,  and  John  Mahoney. 

Soon  after  his  appointment,  Mr.  Jucksch  resigned,  and  the  committee  having 
become  satisfied  that  another  female  teacher  could  be  advantageously  employed 
in  the  Institution,  appointed  Lucy  M.  Picket  in  his  place. 

During  the  vacation  Mrs.  Susan  M.  Yandeman,  who  had  long  been  Matron  of 
the  Institution,  resigned  her  position,  and  the  committee  subsequently  engaged 
Mrs.  C.  B.  Cook  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  post  until  the  meeting  of  the  Board. 

The  persons  above  mentioned,  together  with  the  Superintendent,  and  C.  K. 
Cuckler,  who  were  appointed  by  the  Board,  constitute  the  corps  of  officers  and 
teachers  now  in  the  Institution. 

The  efficiency  of  these  officers  and  teachers  is  evidenced  by  the  decided  ad- 
vancement which  the  pupils  have  made  in  their  studies,  and  the  order,  and  cheer- 
fulness which  prevail  throughout  the  Institution. 

The  mechanical  department  has  been  advantageously  conducted,  and  is  a source 
of  great  advantage  to  the  pupils  without  being  an  expense  to  the  State.  The 
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committee  concur  with  the  Superintendent  in  recommending  an  extension  of  this 
department.  The  plan  which  he  proposes  might  be  established  at  a very  limited 
outlay,  and  conducted  without  expense. 

The  Institution  for  the  Blind  is  rendered  not  only  uncomfortable,  but  unhealthy, 
from  the  dampness  of  the  basement.  To  remedy  this  inconvenience,  extensive 
drainage  will  be  necessary. 

The  health  and  cleanliness  of  this  Institution  will  require  the  erection  of  two 
or  three  out-buildings  during  the  coming  spring. 

A list  of  the  persons  employed  in  this  Institution,  their  salaries  and  occupations, 
is  hereto  attached. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  GREENLEAF, 
HENRY  WILSON, 

THOS.  SPARROW. 


Karnes  of  persons  employed  about  the  Institution,  and  the  amount  paid  to  each. 


Rufus  E.  Ilarte,  Superintendent Si 000  per  annum. 

C.  K.  Cuckler,  Teacher 700  “ 

Miss  L.  M.  Pickett,  “ 500  “ 

Henry  J.  Nothnagel,  Teacher  of  Music 700  “ 

H.  Haucnstein,  Teacher  in  Mechanics 600  “ 

J.  Mahony,  Assistant  do  400  “ 

Miss  Jeanette  Lazelle,  Teacher  in  Primary  Department  150  “ 

“ Ann  M.  Burgundthal,  Asss’t.  Teacher  of  Music 50  “ 

“ Ann  Jane  Bradon,  Ass’t.  Teacher  Girls  Work  Dep.  75  “ 

John  Dawson,  Attending  Physician 200  “ 

D.  L.  Holton,  Steward 500  “ 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Cook,  Matron, 300  “ 

“ Jane  Munnel,  Door  attendant 25  “ 

Jacob  Raw,  Porter S14  per  month. 

Andrew  Keickle,  In  work  shop 12  “ 

Christian  Boamer,  Hostler, 8 “ 

Miss  M.  A.  Freeman,  Nurse  and  Seamstress $2  50  per  w’k 

“ Mary  White,  Cook 2 00  “ 

“ Rosana  McGuire,  Baker 2 00  “ 

“ Alice  McMillen,  Washer  and  Ironer 2 00  “ 

“ Mary  Britton,  “ 2 00  “ 

“ Elizabeth  Grogan,  “ 2 00  “ 

Mrs.  F.  W.  Bryan,  In  Dining  Room 1 50  “ 

“ Helen  E bright,  “ 1 50  “ 

Jacob  Ziegler,  Gardener  87£  cts.  per  day. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Benevolent  Institutions  of  Ohio  : 

Gentlemen  : At  tlie  Institution  for  the  education  of  the  Blind  the  same  course 
of  instruction  was  pursued  during  the  year  past,  as  is  set  forth  in  the  annual  re- 
port for  the  previous  year.  During  most  of  the  term,  however,  the  Institution 
was  deprived  of  the  valuable  services  of  Mr.  McMillen,  the  late  Superintendent, 
on  account  of  his  severe  and  prolonged  illness.  Mr.  McMillen ’s  illness  terminated 
in  his  death,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  July  last.  He  received  his  appointment 
and  commenced  his  services  as  Superintendent  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-eight,  and  from  thence,  so  long  as  his  health  permitted,  he  con- 
tinued to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  with  fidelity  and  success.  By  his  death, 
the  cause  of  education  was  deprived  of  a faithful  and  efficient  supporter,  and  the 
Blind  were  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a sincere  friend. 

OFFICERS. 

Until  the  close  of  the  last  term  the  instructors,  and  other  officers  of  the  Institu- 
tion, continued  the  same  as  the  year  previous.  During  the  protracted  illness  of 
the  late  Superintendent,  the  immediate  duties  of  his  office  devolved  upon  Mr.  A. 
W.  Penniman,  the  senior  teacher,  and  were  performed  by  him  in  a faithful  and 
satisfactory  manner.  In  May  last,  Mr.  Penniman,  contemplating  a removal  from 
the  State,  tendered  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  his  resignation,  to  take  effect  at  the 
close  of  the  term.  His  resignation  was  accepted  by  the  Trustees,  and  their  Secre- 
tary was  directed  to  present  to  Mr.  Penniman  the  sincere  regrets  of  the  Board, 
that  the  Institution  was  about  to  lose  the  services  of  one  who  had  been  so  long 
connected  with  it,  and  who  had  so  faithfully  performed  the  duties  of  his  office  ; and 
that  their  best  wishes  should  follow  him  to  then-  new  home.  In  August  last,  Mr. 
C.  Jucksch,  an  able  and  successful  teacher,  who  for  the  previous  five  or  six  years 
had  rendered  his  services  to  the  Institution,  resigned  his  office  with  a view  to 
other  engagements. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  term,  Mr.  C.  K.  Cuckler,  and  Miss  L.  M. 
Pickett,  Teachers  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancies  thus  occasioned,  entered  upon 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  have  manifested  an  ability,  zeal  and  energy, 
which  can  not  fail  to  redound  greatly  to  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  their 
pupils. 

Miss  Jeanette  Lazelle,  appointed  some  two  years  since,  teacher  in  the  primary 
department  continues  to  render  most  efficient  and  satisfactory  services. 

Mr.  Nothnagel,  teacher  of  Music,  whose  qualifications  for  the  station  are  of  the 
highest  order,  has  manifested  most  commendable  faithfulness  and  zeal,  as  well  as 
skill  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

The  Steward,  Mr.  D.  L.  Holton,  gives  his  constant  and  undivided  attention  to  the 
duties  of  his  office.  In  this  department  affairs  are  conducted  in  a most  able  and 
satisfactory  manner. 

The  late  Matron,  Mrs.  S.  M.  Yandcman,  whose  ability  and  faithfulness  in  the 
discharge  of  her  duties  have  been  so  often  commended  by  the  late  Directors,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  term,  resigned  her  office  on  account  of  ill  health. 
Her  place  has  been  temporarily  supplied  by  Mrs.  Cook,  a lady  of  suitable  qualifi- 
cations. 
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PUPILS. 

The  appended  catalogue  contains  the  names,  and  places  of  residence,  of  all  who 
were  present  during  any  part  of  the  last  term.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  number 
was  seventy-two,  of  whom  sixty -three  were  pupils  proper,  six  admitted  to  the 
work  department  only,  and  three  assistant  graduates.  The  number  of  new  admis- 
sions was  twenty-one,  and  the  number  regularly  discharged  at  the  close  of  the 
term,  seven.  The  present  number  is  sixty-six,  which  will  probably  be  somewhat 
increased  during  the  term. 

There  are  undoubtedly  many  more  young  persons  in  the  State  who  are  entitled 
to  receive  the  benefits  of  this  institution.  Why  they  are  not  here,  may  be  owing 
to  some  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  parents  and  guardians,  as  to  the  true 

OBJECTS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

The  fact  should  be  universally  understood,  that  this  is  not  an  Infirmary  for  the 
treatment  of  the  diseases  of  the  eye.  True,  the  physician  and  oculist  of  the  In- 
stitution, at  the  request  of  pupils  and  their  friends,  will  perform  operations  in  all 
cases  here  presented  which  promise  relief  from  such  treatment,  yet  this  is  merely  a 
facility,  incident  to  the  establishment  of  the  Institution,  and  is  no  part  of  its  design 
and  purpose  ; and  pupils  here  are  never  subjected  to  any  treatment  for  the  restora- 
tion of  their  sight,  except  upon  their  own  and  their  friends’  solicitation. 

It  should  also  be  fully  understood,  that  this  is  not  an  Asylum,  erected  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a retreat,  to  which  the  indigent  blind  may  come  and  receive  a 
support  from  public  charity.  So  far  from  any  thing  of  this  kind  being  its  true 
character,  the  Institution  now,  in  the  present  state  of  public  opinion  on  the  subject 
of  education,  is  not  entitled  to  be  called  a Benevolent  Institution,  in  any  other 
sense  than  the  public  schools  of  the  State  are  entitled  to  the  same  appellation.  To 
those  immediately  interested,  it  should  be  known  that  the  true  character  of  the 
Institution  is  that  of  a Boarding  School,  to  which  the  youth  of  the  State,  of  sound 
mind,  but  whose  sight  is  so  impaired  as  to  prevent  application  to  study  in  the  or- 
dinary mode,  may,  by  the  method  here  adopted,  and  without  charge,  receive  such 
education  as  will  tend  to  make  them  happy  in  themselves,  and  useful  members  of 
society. 


SYSTEM  OF  INSTRUCTION. 

The  object  of  education  being  so  to  develop  and  improve  the  faculties,  as  to 
enable  their  possessor  to  think,  the  course  of  study  which  experience  has  found 
best  adapted  to  this  end,  and  which  is  usually  pursued  in  other  schools,  is  adopted 
here  also.  Much  dependence  is  placed  on  the  mathematical  course,  this  being 
frequently  pursued  by  some  of  the  pupils  as  extensively  as  in  most  colleges. 
Other  subjects,  as  Language,  History,  Philosophy,  and  the  various  Sciences,  are 
taught,  and  nearly  in  the  same  mode  as  in  ordinary  schools  ; though  here  the  in- 
struction is  necessarily  oral,  and  the  various  appliances  are  adapted  to  the  sense  of 
feeling  instead  of  sight.  Music  is  deemed  an  important  branch  in  the  education  of 
the  blind,  and  every  opportunity  is  here  given  for  enabling  the  pupils  to  become 
proficient  in  both  the  vocal  and  instrumental  departments.  The  method  of  instruc- 
tion is  designed  to  be  such  as  shall  give  them  a scientific  knowledge  of  the  art, 
and  enable  them  to  successfully  impart  the  same  to  others.  The  system  of  instruc- 
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tion  embraces  also  the  acquisition  of  some  useful  trade.  The  school  commences  at 
eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  with  suitable  recesses  for  recreation  and  exercise, 
continues  until  one  P.  M.  At  present  daily  lessons  are  given  on  the  following 
subjects,  viz  : Trigonometry,  Geometry,  Algebra  2 classes,  Arithmetic  three  classes, 
History,  Analysis,  Grammar  2 classes,  Reading,  Spelling,  Vocal  Music  3 classes, 
thorough  Bass  and  Instrumental  Music.  The  course  embraces,  also,  Lectures 
ou  Geology,  Chemistry,  Natural  Philosophy,  Political  Economy,  &c.,  and  a por- 
tion of  each  evening  is  devoted  to  reading  of  newspapers  and  useful  and  interest- 
ing books.  Most  of  the  time  each  afternoon  is  spent,  by  the  males,  in  the  work 
shops,  learning  trades,  under  the  instruction  of  the  teacher  of  Mechanics,  and  his 
assistant,  and  by  the  females  in  their  work  room,  receiving  instruction  in  plain 

knitting,  sewing,  fancy  bead  work,  &c. 

* 

DEPORTMENT. 

For  propriety  of  conduct,  a willingness  to  comply  cheerfully  with  all  necessary 
regulations  and  suggestions,  and  for  strict  attention  during  lessons,  to  the  subject 
matter  under  consideration,  the  pupils  of  this  school  are  entitled  to  unqualified 
commendation.  Probably  it  is  owing  to  such  vigorous  and  determined  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  blind  generally,  that  they  are  enabled  to  master  almost  all  branches 
of  study,  notwithstanding  one  most  important  avenue  to  the  attainment  of  knowl- 
edge is  to  them  closed. 

AGE  OF  ADMISSION  AND  TERM  OF  PUPILAGE. 

The  law  fixes  the  earliest  limit  to  the  age  of  reception  into  this  Institution,  at 
six  years;  and  the  longest  term  of  pupilage  allowed  is  seven  years.  The  object 
and  design  of  the  Institution  is  to  educate  the  blind.  The  period  of  life  between 
the  ages  of  six  and  thirteen,  is  a favorable  one  for  moral  training,  but  to  say  that  a 
youth,  either  blind  or  seeing,  can  be  educated  during  that  period,  is  absurd.  The 
age  of  eight  years  is  considered  by  some  who  have  particularly  examined  the  sub- 
ject, as  the  age  most  desirable  for  the  admission  of  pupils  into  Institutions  of  this 
character  ; but  the  seven  years  succeeding  that  age,  are  evidently  not  sufficient  for 
obtaining  such  an  education  as,  for  many  of  the  pupils,  will  be  much  to  their  advan- 
tage in  life.  I suggest  the  propriety  of  an  amendment  to  the  law,  so  as  to  allow 
pupils  to  remain  in  the  Institution  for  any  term  not  exceeding  seven  years  after 
attaining  the  age  of  twelve. 


HEALTH. 

During  part  of  the  last  year,  considerable  sickness  prevailed  among  the  pupils, 
and  one  death  occurred,  that  of  Henry  B.  Pierson,  an  estimable  young  man,  from 
Licking  county.  He  was  one  of  the  best  scholars,  and  his  amiability  of  temper 
had  much  endeared  him  to  the  friends  who  were  called  upon  to  mourn  his  loss. 

Your  attention  is  particularly  requested  to  the  statements  of  the  attending  physi- 
cians of  the  Institution,  that  there  are  here  local  causes  predisposing  to  the  preva- 
lence of  disease,  and  that  to  remove  such  local  predisposing  causes,  there  exists  a 
necessity  that  the  present  building  should  in  some  respects  be  remodeled  and  en- 
larged. I need  not  here  repeat  the  particular  circumstances  to  which  they  refer, 
nor  add  any  suggestions  of  my  own.  The  fact  that  the  attending  physicians  have 
felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  refer  to  the  subject,  is  probably  all  that  is  requisite  to 
secure  investigation  and  the  necessary  action. 
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INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

There  is  one  subject  to  which  I feel  myself  constrained  to  cal  your  attention, 
trusting  that  its  importance  will  impress  upon  you  the  propriety  of  presenting  it  to 
the  Legislature  for  their  deliberation  and  action.  I refer  to  the  subject  of  em- 
ployment for  the  adult  blind.  This  subject  has  been  referred  to  in  former  reports 
by  the  officers  of  this  Institution,  and  every  year’s  additional  experience  seems  but 
to  verify  the  proposition,  that  the  State  is  bound  by  the  dictates  of  humanity  and 
benevolence,  to  confer  upon  the  blind  all  possible  facilities  for  self-support  and 
maintenance  through  life. 

The  constitution  declares  that  institutions  for  the  benefit  of  the  insane,  blind  and 
deaf  and  dumb,  shall  always  be  fostered  and  supported  by  the  State.  The  State 
now  supports  an  institution  for  the  education  of  the  blind,  and  thus  confers  upon 
them  the  benefit  of  mental  culture  and  of  knowledge  ; but,  as  a like  benefit  is  con- 
ferred upon  the  seeing,  by  the  system  of  public  schools,  it  cannot  be  said  that  in 
this  instance  any  peculiar  fostering  care  is  manifested  for  the  blind,  but  simply 
that  the  State  is  as  just  towards  this  class,  as  tOAvards  their  more  fortunate 
brethren.  But  after  this,  after  every  thing  has  been  done  for  the  education 
of  the  blind  youth  which  is  required  by  even-handed  justice,  is  there  not  occasion 
that,  in  the  spirit  of  benevolence  as  seems  to  be  contemplated  by  the  constitution, 
something  should  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  blind  men  and  Avomen  of  the 
State,  as  blind  men  and  Avomen  ? I do  not  allude  to  the  aged  and  feeble  blind  ; 
for,  as  the  infirm  and  helpless  are  amply  provided  for,  the  blind  are  of  course  in- 
cluded in  the  existing  systems  of  public  charity ; but  there  is  in  the  community  a 
small  number  of  blind  men  and  Avomen  Avlio  are  in  the  vigor  of  life  and  health, 
Avhose  minds  are  Avell  cultivated  and  well  stored  with  information,  avIio  possess  the 
usual  moral  and  social  feelings,  and  who  are  endoAved  with  those  sentiments  of 
personal  honor  and  self-respect,  wl  ich  characterize  American  citizens  ; and  yet,  as 
a class,  these  blind  men  and  Avomen  are  dependent  upon  their  friends  or  the  public 
for  their  support  and  sustenance. 

Instances  indeed  are  by  no  means  Avanting  Avhere  blind  men  of  extraordinary 
abilities,  possessed  of  that  degree  of  courage,  determination  and  perseverance, 
Avhich,  if  accompanied  with  the  poAA-cr  of  vision,  would  almost  necessarily  haA'e 
elevated  them  to  high  places  of  honor  and  profit,  have,  under  favorable  circum- 
stances, notAvithstanding  their  infirmity,  succeeded  in  making  themselves  useful  as 
teachers,  and  in  other  like  callings,  and  have  thus  earned  for  themselves  a res- 
pectable competence.  But  these  instances  are  the  exceptions  ; and  amongst  the 
blind,  as  in  the  community  at  large,  the  great  majority,  if  they  Avould  support 
themselves  at  all,  must  do  so  by  the  labor  of  their  hands.  How  well  they  have 
generally  succeeded  in  this  respect,  is  not  a subject  of  doubt  or  controversy.  Ex- 
perience, not  only  the  experience  of  European  countries  during  their  Avhole  his- 
tory, but  the  experience  of  our  own  country,  of  Massachusetts,  of  Ncav  York,  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  Ohio,  where  for  the  last  fifteen  year  every  attention  has 
been  paid  to  the  instruction  of  the  blind,  has  proved  that,  as  a class,  they  cannot 
unaided,  earn  their  support.  By  those  avIio  luwe  carefully  investigated  the  sub- 
ject, various  causes  have  been  assigned  for  the  failure.  If  the  blind  seek  employ- 
ment in  large  manufacturing  establishments,  where  labor  is  subdivided  and  thus 
made  most  available,  they  find  that  not  only  is  their  personal  safety  endangered, 
but  the  tools  and  appliances  are  all  adapted  to  a sense  which  with  them  is  want- 
ing. If  they  undertake  to  carry  on  some  simple  trade,  they  find  that  want  of  cap- 
ital, want  of  facilities  for  buying  stock  and  selling  their  wares  to  advantage, 
superadded  to  the  great  obstacle  of  blindness,  render  it  difficult  for  them  to  com- 
pete successfully  with  the  seeing,  who  can  bring  to  their  aid  machinery,  division 
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of  labor  and  capital.  Notwithstanding  these  obstacles,  many  succeed  in  their 
efforts  for  self-support  ; but  others,  being  disappointed  in  their  hopes  and  ex- 
pectations, abandon  the  attempt,  become  listless,  disheartened  and  idle,  and  if 
friendless,  seek  the  almshouse  for  sustenance.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  lives 
of  these  worthy  but  unfortunate  persons  should  be  thus  worthless  and  burdensome 
to  themselves  and  the  community.  The  blind  are  not  disposed  to  be  idle.  They 
are  willing  to  work,  and  would  be  thankful  for  an  opportunity  to  work  early  and 
late  for  livelihood,  if  work  could  be  found  for  them  to  do.  It  is  employment,  and 
not  alms,  that  they  ask,  and  which  the  truly  benevolent  men  who  have  studied 
their  condition,  ask  for  them.  How  can  such  employment  be  given  ? 

In  the  State  of  New  York,  the  Legislature  authorized  the- organization  of  a man- 
ufacturing department  in  their  Institution  for  the  education  of  the  blind,  separate 
and  distinct  from  the  school,  but  under  the  same  general  supervision.  They  ap- 
propriated the  funds  necessary  for  the  construction  of  work  shops  adapted  to  the 
use  of  blind  workmen,  authorized  the  purchase  of  tools  and  stock,  the  appoint- 
ment of  overseers,  &c.,  and  now  for  two  or  three  years,  the  department  has 
given  employment  and  wrages  to  upwards  of  thirty  blind  persons.  Some  of  the 
reasons  for  the  establishment  of  this  department  in  the  New  York  Institution,  the 
details  of  the  the  plan,  and  the  success  of  the  operation,  are  set  forth  in  the  report 
of  the  Managers,  an  extract  from  which  is  hereto  appended.  There  is  also 
appended  hereto,  an  extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Pennylvania  Institution,  showing  their  views  upon  the  subject.  In  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  there  is  also  now  organized  a wrork  department  in  which  a num- 
ber of  industrious  blind  persons  are  furnished  with  employment  at  specified  wages. 
The  same  embarrassments  experienced  by  the  blind  in  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, are  experienced  by  the  blind  here,  and  probably  no  better  plan  for  ameliorating 
their  condition  can  be  devised  than  that  adopted  by  the  New  York  Legislature. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  Legislature  should  authorize  no  such  manufacturing 
department,  for  the  reason  that  the  business  may  not  be  profitable,  and  the 
department  may  become  a continual  source  of  expense  to  the  State.  In  a strictly 
commercial  sense,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  such  would,  to  some  trifling  extent,  be 
the  case.  But  this  fact,  instead  of  being  an  objection,  is  a reason  why  Legislative 
aid  should  be  granted.  For  though  it  maybe  desirable  that  there  should  be  in 
the  State  an  industrial  establishment,  with  tools  and  applainces  adapted  to  the  use 
of  the  blind,  it  is  quite  certain  that  individual  capitalists  will  not  engage  in  such 
an  enterprise  unless  there  is  a likelihood  that  the  investment  be  profitable ; but  the 
Legislature  may,  for  the  reason  that  they  may  have  other  and  higher  motives  for 
so  doing,  than  the  prospect  of  immediate  and  direct  pecuniary  gain.  To  Legisla- 
tors the  question  may,  and  should  present  itself  as  a question  in  political  economy. 
Suppose  there  are  in  the  State  thirty  blind  men  and  women  who  are  in  good  health, 
willing  to  work,  but  who  are  in  fact  idle,  producing  nothing.  A year’s  support  for 
them  will  cost  the  community  in  some  way,  say  three  thousand  dollars.  Suppose 
the  same  individuals  to  be  employed  for  one  year  in  an  industrial  Institution  estab- 
lished and  conducted  by  the  State,  and  to  receive  as  wages  for  their  labor,  three 
thousand  dollars.  Upon  balancing  accounts  it  is  found  that  for  its  year’s  opera- 
tions the  Institution  has  lost  five  hundred  dollars.  And  yet  how  manifest  is  it, 
that  the  community,  by  being  relieved  by  the  Institution  from  the  year’s  support 
of  these  thirty  individuals,  has  gained  three  thousand  dollars,  and  that  upon  the 
whole,  the  result  of  the  operation  instead  of  being  a loss  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
is  a nett  gain  to  the  State  of  twenty-five  hundred. 

If  the  premises  assumed  in  the  foregoing  illustration,  are  even  an  approxima- 
tion to  the  real  truth,  it  must  appear  as  absurd,  to  say  that  the  State  should  not 
encourage  the  employment  of  the  blind  on  account  of  the  expense,  as  to  say  that 
husbandmen  should  not  plant  corn  because  the  seed  is  expensive. 
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In  Massachusetts  at  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  there  is  organized,  separate 
from  the  school,  a department  for  the  employment  of  adults.  During  the  year 
1 850,  twenty-six  men  and  five  women  were  employed,  and  the  Avages  paid  them 
amounted  to  83,726.  After  paying  all  the  expenses  of  the  department  for  the 
vear,  the  loss  to  the  Institution  was  only  8460,  so  that  by  the  expenditure  of  this 
small  sum,  thirty-one  blind  persons  Avere  enabled  to  earn  their  year’s  support. 

If  a like  department  should  be  organized  in  this  Institution,  it  may  be  supposed 
that  something  near  a like  result  would  be  attained.  But  Avhether  it  Avould  or  not, 
whether  any  means  can  be  devised  for  rendering  more  productive  to  the  commu- 
nity the  now  unemployed  abilities  of  the  blind,  is  of  less  importance  than  the 
question  Avhich  the  subject  presents  in  its  moral  aspects. 

The  fact  is  proved  by  every  day’s  observation,  and  is  unhesitatingly  asserted  by 
men  who  do  observe,  that  many  of  the  adult  vigorous  blind  are  dependent,  and 
by  reason  of  such  dependence  are  unhappy.  How  greatly  for  the  benefit  of  the 
blind  Avould  it  be  if  they  could  be  relieved  from  this  dependence  and  consequent 
misery.  If  any  institution  or  plan  can  be  devised  for  conferring  such  a benefit, 
the  State  should  foster  and  support  it ; for  the  reason  that  such  fostering  care  and 
support  is  contemplated  by  the  constitution ; for  the  reason  that  by  so  doing  it 
will  give  its  citizens  the  self-respect  arising  from  a consciousness  of  having  in  this 
regard  been  influenced  by  commendable  feelings  and  motives  ; for  the  reason  that 
thereby  it  will  render  light  and  gladsome  the  heavy  hearts  of  some  of  those  whose 
lot  in  life  it  is,  to  sit  in  darkness. 

It  may  not  be  advisable  at  this  time,  to  erect,  as  Avas  done  in  New  York,  a large 
and  expensive  building,  containing  Avork-shops,  storehouses,  and  also  kitchens, 
dining  rooms,  sitting  rooms,  and  dormitories,  entirely  distinct  from  the  school 
department  of  the  Institution  ; neither  will  it  probably  be  expedient  to  Avaste  funds 
in  the  erection  of  any  so  called  cheap  buildings,  designed  to  secure  some  mere 
temporary  and  experimental  purpose.  As  to  Avhat  immediate  action  is  advisable, 
I offer  the  following  suggestions  : 

1.  The  enactment  of  a laAv  authorizing  the  organization  in  this  Institution  of 
an  industrial  deparment  similar  to  the  Avork  departments  established  in  the  Insti- 
tutions for  the  Blind  at  Boston,  NeAV  York  and  Philadelphia. 


2.  An  appropriation  for  enlarging  the  present  edifice  by  extending  the  west 
front  northerly  sufficiently  to  secure  architectural  symmetry  and  beauty,  and  to 
adapt  the  building  to  the  present  and  next  ten  or  fifteen  years  prospective  Avants  of 
the  Institution,  as  iioav  organized,  and  Avithout  particular  reference  to  the  proposed 
neAv  industrial  department. 

3.  An  appropriation  for  building  a neAv  Avork  shop,  such  as  is  required  by  the 
Avants  and  safety  of  the  Institution. 

The  advantages  of  this  plan  are : 

1 . That  it  will  secure  all  the  benefits  which  can  reasonably  be  expected  from 
any  plan  for  furnishing  employment  for  the  Blind,  as  this  Institution  thus  enlarged 
Avill  probably  be  able,  for  a time  at  least,  to  afford  the  necessary  accommoda- 
tions. 

2.  It  will  secure  the  modifications  and  improvements  uoav  and  heretofore  so 
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urgently  recommended  for  preserving  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  pupils  attend- 
ing the  school. 

3.  It  will  require  a less  expenditure  than  any  other  plan  for  so  effectually 
attaining  both  these  objects. 

4.  If,  hereafter,  further  legislation  shall  be  advisable,  with  a view  to  some 
more  extensive  provisions,  or  improved  modes  for  furnishing  employment  for  the 
Blind,  it  can  be  based  upon  our  own  experience  and  observation,  and  the  plan  be 
in  any  way  modified,  without  involving  loss  to  the  State. 


In  conclusion,  I may  remark,  that  the  amount  of  appropriation  necessary  for 
effecting  these  desirable  improvements  will  be  comparatively  so  trifling  as  not  to 
involve  any  question  of  State  financial  policy,  the  only  questions  in  the  premises 
being,  what  is  the  right?  and  shall  the  right  be  done  ? 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

R.  E.  HARTE. 


The  following  papers  and  pamphlets  have  been  sent  gratuitously  to  the  Institu- 
tion during  the  past  year  : 


Daily  Ohio  State  Journal 
Daily  Ohio  Statesman. 

State  Capital  Fact. 

Lutheran  Standard. 

Liberty  Hall  and  Cincinnati  Gazette. 
Cist’s  Weekly  Advertiser. 

The  Dollar  Times. 

Weekly  Cincinnati  Enquirer. 
Cincinnati  Commercial. 

Cincinnati  Weekly  Nonpareil. 
Presbyterian  of  the  West, 

Cleveland  Plain  Dealer. 

Cleveland  Herald. 


Cleveland  True  Democrat. 

Religious  Telescope. 

Highland  News. 

St.  Clairsville  Gazette. 

Oberlin  Evangelist. 

Ladies  Repository,  (monthly.) 

Golden  Rule. 

Spirit  of  the  Lakes  and  Boatman’s  Mag- 
zine. 

Journal  of  Education. 

Journal  and  Messenger. 

Annals  of  Science. 

Gospel  Herald. 
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EXTRACT 


From  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Few  York  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

for  the  Year  1850. 


“ During  the  year,  our  new  Work  Department,  the  germ  of  which  was  planted 
more  than  six  years  ago,  has  been  put  in  operation.  The  establishment  of  this  de- 
partment, found  by  experience  to  be  so  necessary,  as  a supplementary  element  in 
the  system  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  blind,  marks  an  era  in  the  prog- 
ress of  benevolent  effort  on  their  behalf,  which  deserves  more  than  a passing 
notice. 

“The  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  was  the  first  in  America  to  commence 
actual  operations.  The  object  aimed  at  by  its  founders,  tvas  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  the  blind  by  educating  them,  and  so  fitting  them  for  usefulness,  as  to 
enable  them  to  take  their  places  in  society.  Thus  it  was  hoped,  and  the  blind 
were  encouraged  to  believe,  that  as  school  teachers,  teachers  of  music,  and 
artizans,  they  might  be  enabled,  when  the  term  of  their  education  had  expired,  to 
make  their  way  through  the  world  without  further  aid.  This  hope  was  the  corner 
stone  in  the  foundation  of  every  Institution  for  the  blind  in  this  country,  nor  was  it 
abandoned,  till  experience  had  clearly  shown,  that  for  the  blind,  as  a class,  it  could 
not  be  realized  ; although,  as  we  have  seen,  there  are  individual  cases,  and  not  a 
few,  in  which  this  result  is  obtained.  The  educated  blind  are  scattered  every- 
where, and  as  intelligent  and  useful  citizens,  are  making  their  way  successfully 
against  the  fearful  odds  that  oppose  their  efforts.  But  the  number  of  those  who, 
owing  to  great  force  of  character,  superior  talents,  and  indomitable  resolution,  are 
thus  realizing  the  object  for  which  Institutions  for  the  blind  were  formed,  is  com- 
paratively small ; and  it  is  acknowledged  that  for  those  who  do  not  possess  these 
elements  of  success,  some  further  provision  must  be  made,  or  they  must  be  left  to 
become  burdens  to  themselves  and  society  under  circumstances  which  must  render 
their  condition  infinitely  more  deplorable  than  before.  It  is  to  obviate  this  result, 
that  the  Manufacturing  Department  of  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind  was 
established. 

“ This  step  has  not  been  taken,  until  its  necessity  had  been  fully  demonstrated. 
The  blind  had  been  taught  to  hope  that  we  were  putting  into  their  hands  the 
means  of  independence,  in  the  trades  we  were  teaching  them.  We  had  encou- 
raged them  to  go  forth  and  make  the  experiment  of  self-support.  They  had  made 
the  attempt,  and  although  with  many  instances  of  success,  the  far  greater  number 
found  the  object  unattainable.  The  bright  hope  that  had  been  cherished  for 
years,  which  had  cheered  the  darkness  of  the  present  and  illumined  the  pathway 
of  the  future,  was  extinguished.  The  world  was  made  for  the  seeing — they 
began  to  fear  that  there  was  no  place  in  it  for  the  blind. 

“Thus  defeated  and  disappointed,  our  graduated  pupils  came  back  to  us,  and 
constant  were  the  applications  for  relief,  which,  at  that  time,  neither  the  oharter, 
nor  the  existing  arrangements  of  the  Institution,  allowed  us  to  extend  to  them. 
To  enable  us  to  meet  this  great  want,  the  Legislature  extended  our  corporate  pow- 
er,  and  appropriated  the  funds  necessary  to  rear  the  proper  buildings.  Under 
this  expanded  charter,  and  with  the  bounty  of  the  State  so  wisely  expended,  the 
new  department  has  been  founded,  and  has  now  for  several  months  been  in  suc- 
cessful operation,  and  it  is  with  no  ordinary  feelings  of  gratification,  that  the 
Board  find  themselves  able  to  report  to  your  Honorable  Bodies,  that  the  success  of 
this  important  experiment,  has,  thus  far,  met  their  highest  anticipations.” 
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EXTRACT 

From  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind,  for  the  Year  1845. 

“ The  Managers  of  our  Institution  will,  at  sometime,  be  obliged  to  consider  the 
possibility  of  doing  more  for  the  blind  than  giving  them  instruction.  The  design 
of  our  Institution  from  its  commencement,  did  not  go  beyond  this  ; but  those  who 
have  at  heart  the  prosperity  of  beings  to  whose  minds  they  have  given  power  and 
activity,  whose  range  of  thought  they  have  enlarged,  in  whose  bosoms  they  have 
aroused  hope  and  emulation,  and  have  called  into  existence  sentiments  and  asso- 
ciations to  which  the  blind  were  before  strangers,  will  at  some  time  be  forced  to 
offer  some  plan,  by  which  the  instruction  they  have  received,  may  continue  to  be  a 
source  of  permanent  good.  It  will  not  be  carrying  out  the  principles  of  humanity 
that  first  suggested  this  Institution,  that  those  who  took  on  themselves  with  such 
benevolence  of  feeling,  the  training  of  minds  darkened  and  dulled  by  this  severe 
dispensation,  should  turn  them  upon  the  world  to  make  their  own  way.  The  Mana- 
gers of  these  Institutions  have  taken  upon  themselves  great  responsibilities.  They 
are  masters  of  the  destinies  of  a considerable  number  of  their  fellow  creatures. 
They  are  more  to  them  than  parents,  and  then,  their  pupils,  and  society,  have  a 
right  to  look  for  some  scheme  which  may  make  the  education  they  have  received, 
productive  of  continued  and  lasting  advantage.” 


CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS. 


NAMES. 

Ichabod  Adams, 

Dennis  Bell, 

Isaac  Bevan, 

John  M.  Bigger, 

Nelson  Birdseye, 

George  F.  Bowen, 

Robert  A.  Boyd, 

Henry  Campbell, 

Walter  Campbell, 

Ezekiel  Canfield, 

2 — BLIND. 


MALES. 

TOWN. 

Madison, 

Holmesville, 

Ripley, 

Martinsville, 

Fremont, 

West  Point, 

Mt.  Yemon, 

Bloom, 

Salem, 

Barlow, 


COUNTY. 

Lake, 

Holmes, 

Brown, 

Belmont, 

Sandusky, 

Morrow, 

Knox, 

Wood, 

Columbiana, 

Washington, 
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James  W.  Connet, 
August  Cook, 

John  P.  Frisby, 
Charles  Gaines, 
Wilson  Girard, 
William  Gibeaut, 
Alanson  R.  Gillet, 
Frederic  Keetly, 
Isaac  La  Rue, 

Mathew  McAnally, 
John  McAtee, 
Charles  D.  McIntosh, 
James  McMillan, 
David  Mitchell, 

Alvin  S.  Monroe, 
Alex.  J.  Morton, 
Henry  B.  Pierson, 
Lycurgus  Rives, 

John  W.  Seiler, 

David  Taylor, 

James  A.  Tilton, 
Francis  Valid, 

John  Van  Dyke, 

Win.  Wallace, 

James  W.  Welch, 
Joseph  Williamson, 


Margaret  Arnold, 
Margaret  Bloom, 

Mary  Ann  Chaney, 
Elizabeth  A Colfman, 
Salina  Craig, 
Catharine  Dawson, 
Mary  E.  Dill, 

Joanna  Donavon, 
Naomi  Ewing, 

Eliza  Field, 

Emily  Griffiths, 

Sara  A.  Hott, 

Jane  Ingersoll, 
Margaret  E.  Kooken, 
Catharine  Landis, 
Henrietta  A.  Marquis, 
Margaret  Martin, 

Jane  A.  Moore, 
Rebecca  C.  Morton, 
Charlotte  E.  Naab, 
Matilda  Nichols, 
Amanda  J.  Pierce, 
Meranda  Phillips, 
Mary  A.  Rittgers, 


Nelsonville, 
Hanging  Rock, 
Ashland, 

Poplar, 

Midway, 

Washington, 

Rome, 

Reynoldsburg, 

Iberia, 

Columbus, 

Lebanon, 

Cleveland, 

Demos, 

Scott, 

Vienna, 

Cincinnati, 

Jersey 

Belmont, 

Truro, 

Hillsboro, 

Norwalk, 

Cambridge, 

Noble, 

Fairview, 

Yellow  Springs, 
Lancaster, 

FEMALES. 

Fort  Washington, 
Tiffin, 

Carroll, 

Franklin, 

Oak  Hill, 

Hanging  Rock, 

Franklin, 

Cincinnati, 

Hamilton, 

Ashtabula, 

Cincinnati, 

Ashville, 

Miami, 

Fairfield, 

Newark, 

Lebanon, 

Greeneville, 

New  Albany, 
Cincinnati, 

Erie, 

Akron, 

Irville, 

Hebron, 

Lancaster, 


Athens. 

Lawrence, 

Ashland, 

Crawford, 

Madison, 

Guernsey. 

Montgomery. 

Franklin, 

Morrow. 

Franklin. 

Warren, 

Cuyahoga. 

Belmont, 

Adams. 

Clark, 

Hamilton. 

Licking. 

State  of  Tennessee. 
Franklin. 

Highland. 

Huron. 

Guernsey. 

Noble. 

Guernsey. 

Greene. 

Fairfield. 


Tuscarawas. 

Seneca. 

Fairfield. 

Warren. 

Jackson. 

Lawrence. 

Warren. 

Hamilton, 

Butler. 

Ashtabula. 

Hamilton. 

Pickaway. 

Hamilton. 

Greene. 

Licking. 

Warren. 

Darke. 

Franklin. 

Hamilton. 

Erie. 

Summit. 

Muskingum. 

Licking. 

Fairfield. 
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Margaret  Scott, 

Johnstown, 

Greene. 

Caroline  Shanlioltzer, 

Lancaster, 

Fairfield. 

Malissa  A.  Shuck, 

McConnellsville, 

Morgan. 

Hanna  Swart, 

Fremont, 

Sandusky. 

Mary  A.  Thrall, 

Killbourn, 

Delaware. 

Mary  A.  Tipton, 

Delaware, 

Delawaro. 

Henrietta  Titus, 

Ripley, 

Lorain. 

Caroline  Young, 

Parkin  an, 

Geauga. 

PHYSICIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Benevolent  Institutions  of  the  State  of  Ohio  : 

Gentlemen  : — I entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  Physician  to  the 
Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  on  the  1st  of  October  of  the  present 
year. 

The  general  health  of  the  pupils,  since  my  connection  with  the  Institution,  has 
been  as  good  as  is  usual  for  persons  laboring,  in  any  way,  under  a defect  of  vision. 
But  few  diseases,  involving  the  general  system,  have  made  their  appearance,  and 
these  showed  themselves  very  amenable  to  treatment.  Quite  a number  of  the 
pupils  are  affected  with  some  form  or  other  of  disease  of  the  eyes,  which  serves 
as  a constant  source  of  irritation  to  embarrass  the  progress  of  their  studies.  To 
these  my  attention  has  mostly  been  directed,  and  I shall  endeavor  to  give  them 
what  services,  medical  or  surgical,  that  they  seem  to  require.  Some  of  these 
cases  are  susceptible  of  cure  ; the  larger  proportion  merely  of  palliation. 

A great  majority  of  persons,  laboring  under  blindness,  partial  or  complete,  are 
so  effeminate  in  physical  organization,  that  they  are  very  much  predisposed  to  dis- 
eases of  different  kinds — those  peculiar  to  the  seasons,  and  also  epidemics.  This 
is  consequent,  in  a measure,  upon  their  inability  to  take  that  amount  of  exercise 
in  the  open  air,  that,  by  giving  tone  to  the  organism,  resists  the  invasion  of 
disease. 

Such  being  the  case,  it  becomes  a matter  of  great  moment,  that  every  duty 
connected  with  the  hygienic  regulations  of  the  Institution,  should  be  scrupulously 
discharged.  At  the  present,  the  officers  are  making  the  most  of  the  circumstances 
with  which  they  are  surrounded,  by  cultivating  among  the  pupils  regular  habits,  a 
proper  system  of  dietetics,  exercise  in  the  open  air,  and  amusements  of  one  kind 
or  other.  Some  improvements,  however,  are  necessary,  and  without  which  the 
exertions  of  the  officers,  however  faithful,  will  fail  to  accomplish  the  most  desirable 
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results.  These  improvements  relate,  in  part,  to  the  main  building.  This  is  some- 
what out  of  repair,  and,  in  its  present  condition,  if  health  and  convenience  be 
consulted,  does  not  contain  a sufficient  number  of  sleeping  apartments.  What, 
however,  at  the  present  time,  demands  most  attention,  is  the  condition  of  some  of 
the  out-houses.  Located  always  too  closely  to  the  main  building,  they  are  now  in 
a situation  that  will,  on  the  approach  of  warm  weather,  be  likely  to  serve  as  a 
source  of  disease. 

The  blind,  as  a general  rule,  are  indisposed  to  take  that  amount  of  physical  ex- 
ercise, that  comports  with  a physiological,  or  healthy  condition  of  the  system. 
The  different  kinds  of  labor,  as  a consequence,  that  they  are  capable  of  perform- 
ing, is  provided  for  them.  There  is,  nevertheless,  quite  a proportion  of  them  that 
are  invalids,  and  on  the  sick  list  very  frequently  during  the  course  of  the  session. 
For  such,  something  that  combines  exercise  with  amusement,  should  be  instituted, 
and  we  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  the  results  would  be  profitable. 

Within  the  present  year  there  has  been  one  death,  Henry  B.  Pierson,  of  Lick- 
ing county,  a pupil  of  character  and  promise,  died  on  the  23d  of  May  last.  It 
appears  that  he  was  admitted  to  the  Institution  on  the  27th  of  May,  1848. 

Very  Respectfully, 

JNO.  DAWSON. 


STEWARD’S  REPORT. 


From  October  ls<,  1851,  to  October  1 st,  1852. 


Cash  paid  for  Groceries  and  Provisions 83631  82 

“ “ Household  and  general  expenses 1480  24 

“ “ Repairs  and  improvements 292  54£ 

“ “ Labor 1089  8l“ 

Articles  from  Shop  used  in  the  Institution  during  the  year 64  60 


Total 86558  91£ 


From  October  1 st,  1852,  to  November  1 5th,  1852. 


Cash  paid  for  Groceries  and  Provisions 8374 

“ “ Household  and  general  expenses 262  26 

“ “ Labor 133  63 


Total  from  Oct.  1st,  1852,  to  Nov.  15,  1852  8770  72£ 
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MECHANICAL  DEPARTMENT. 


BOYS. 

Dr. 

To  Manufactured  Articles  on  hand,  Oct.  1st,  1851 $560  78 

Materials  of  all  kinds 487  24 

Unfinished  Articles 20  00 

Materials  purchased  during  the  year 1563  94 

Cash  paid  Andrew  Keickle  for  one  year’s  services 144  00 

“ the  Boys  for  over  work 144  71 

“ Matthew  McAnally  for  over  work  during  vacation.  14  25 


$2934  92 


Cr. 

By  Manufactured  Articles  onhand  Oct.  1st,  1852,  Brooms $430  35 

“ “ “ Brushes 422  89 

Baskets 23  23 

“ “ “ Carpet 22  08 

“ “ “ Door  Mats 10  00 

Materials  on  hand,  Oct.  1st,  1852,  for  Broom  making 295  47 

“ “ Brush  “ 402  60 

“ “ Baskets  “ 99  03 

Cash  Receipts  during  the  year 1820  42 

Notes  and  unsettled  Accounts 335  29^- 

Brushes  sold  in  the  Institution  from  Shop  during  the  year 73  69 

Articles  used  in  Institution  during  the  year 64  50 


$3999  55| 

Deduct  as  above $2934  92 


Balance  in  favor  of  Boys $1064  63^- 


GIRLS. 

1851.  Dr. 

Oct.  1st.,  To  Manufactured  Articles  on  hand $11  80 

Materials  do  182  47 

Cash  do  14  30 

Over  work  received  and  paid  for 608  06 

July  31,  ’52,  Amount  due  Miss  Crawmer 34  07 

Amount  due  Miss  Flannegan 8 30 


$859  00 
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1852.  Cr. 

Oct.  1st.  By  Maufactured  Articles  on  hand 8 185  45 

Materials  do  30  00 

Money  do  158  71 

Amount  paid  during  term  for  over  work 551  01 

Amount  due  from  Naomi  Ewing 3 88 

“ “ Mary  Martin 2 63 

“ “ Salina  Craig 1 57 

“ “ N.  Short 1 43 


8934  68 
859  00 


Balance  in  favor  of  Girl’s  Work  Dep 8 75  68 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


TREASURY  OFFICE,  OHIO, 

Columuos,  Nov.  16,  1852. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Benevolent  Insitutions  : 

Gentlemen  : — Annexed  you  have  a statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
of  the  Fund  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  from  June  7th  to  Nov.  15th,  1852. 


receiits. 


Cash  received  of  Thomas  Moodie,  late  Treasurer 8773  63 

Amount  appropriated  by  the  General  Assembly  for  the  year  1852..  5500  00 


8 6273  63 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 


Cash  paid  Thomas  F.  Jones  late  Steward $1,075  67 

“ D.  L.  Holton,  Steward 1,000  00 

“ George  McMiden,  Superintendent 500  00 

“ Charles  Juclisch 350  00 

“ A.  W.  Penniman 350  00 

“ G.  Machold 410  58 

“ John  Mahony 167  00 

“ R.  L.  Howard 148  00 

“ H.  Hauenstein 300  00 

**  J.  McClary 22  00 

“ S.  M.  Smith 5 00 

“ Miss  Lazell 75  00 

“ Mrs.  Van  Deman 150  00 

“ Ann  Jane  Braden 37  50 

“ Miss  Burgendthal 25  00 

“ Jane  Munnell 25  00 

“ Miss  Flannegan 11  70 — $4,652  45 


Balance  in  Treasurer  of  State’s  hands  Nov.  15,  1852,  $1,621  18 


Respectfully, 

J.  G.  BRESLIN, 
Treasurer  of  State. 
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I 

TERMS  FOR  THE  ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 


I.  Applications  for  admission  may  be  addressed  to  either  of  the  Trustees,  or  the 
Superintendent. 

II.  Applicants  are  required,  by  law,  to  be  between  the  ages  of  six  and  twenty- 
one  years.  But  pupils  are  not  usually  received  under  ten.  In  some  instances, 
persons  over  twenty-one,  when  free  from  exceptionable  habits,  are  admitted  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Trustees.  In  all  cases,  applicants  must  be  free  from  disease,  of 
sound  mind,  and  of  good  moral  character.  A certificate  of  these  facts,  from  sev- 
eral respectable  citizens  is  required. 

III.  The  terms,  to  all  residing  out  of  the  State,  are  one  hundred  dollars  for 
the  term  of  ten  months,  payable  half  yearly  in  advance.  This  covers  all  charges, 
except  clothing  and  travelling  expenses  to  and  from  Columbus. 

IV.  All  applicants  must  come  furnished  with  suitable  changes  of  clothing, 
with  the  name  marked  thereon. 

V.  The  term  commences  on  the  first  day  of  October,  and  continues  until  the 
first  day  of  August.  Vacation  continues  two  months,  during  which  the  pupils 
return  to  their  homes. 


I 


